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SUB J : BASE POLLUTION INCIDENT ON OKINAWA 

SUMMARY: BASE POLLUTION ISSUE RIDES ALONG, BUT SOMEWHAT DEFLATED. 
END SUMMARY 

1. THE OKINAWAN PRESS CONTINUES ITS ATTENTION TO THE ISSUE 
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OF POLLUTION FROM AMERICAN MILITARY BASES, ALTHOUGH FOR THE PRESENT 
AT LEAST IN A MORE SUBDUED FASHION. THE MAIN STORY NOW IS THE 
PHYSICAL EXAMINATIONS JUST BEGUN FOR ACTIVE EMPLOYEES OF THE MAKIMI- 
NATO SERVICE AREA WHO HAD CONTACT WITH THE INDUSTRIAL DETERGENT IN- 
VOLVED IN THE LAST FLAP OR WITH OTHER STRONG COMPOUNDS. NO SERIOUS 
PHYSICAL 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 NAHA 00490 301153Z 

DISABILITIES ARE YET KNOWN BUT THE PRESS OBVIOUSLY WILL BE 
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HOPING FOR SOME. THE OTHER CURRENT STORY IS THE PREFECTURAL ASSEM- 
BLY PROTEST OVER THE ARMY POLLUTION INCIDENT WHICH IS BEING MADE IN 
PERSON TO VARIOUS USG AND GOJ OFFICES IN TOKYO IN THE USUAL 
FASHION BY A DELEGATION OF ASSEMBLYMEN. THE PROTEST ASKS FOR 
EARLY HEALTH EXAMS FOR FORMER EMPLOYEES. OVERALL ENVIRONMENTAL 
INSPECTION OF US BASES, APPLICATION OF JAPANESE LAW ON POLLUTION 
AND LABOR STANDARDS TO THE BASES, AND RIGHT OF ACCESS TO US BASES 
FOR DIET MEMBERS, ASSEMBLYMEN, ETC. 

2. COMMENT: THE WIND HAS BEEN PARTLY TAKEN OUT OF THIS USE- 
FUL ISSUE FOR THE LEFTISTS BY TWO STORIES THAT THE PRESS RECENTLY 
HAVE HAD TO CARRY. ONE INVOLVED THE ANNOUNCED FINDINGS OF THE GOJ 
LABOR STANDARDS BUREAU THAT THE HEALTH AND SAFETY STANDARDS IN 
THE WORKSHOP IN THE MAKIMINATO SERVICE AREA INVOLVED WITH THE RECENT 
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INDUSTRIAL SOLVENT SPILL WERE BETTER THAN IN COMPARABLE CIVILIAN 
WORK- 
SHOPS. THE OTHER WAS THE REVELATION THAT THE PREFECTURAL GOVT 
ENVIRONMENT AND HEALTH DEPT HAD RECEIVED MUCH DATA ON THE COMPOUNDS 
USED IN THE SERVICE AREA ALMOST TWO YEARS EARLIER THROUGH THE JOINT 
ARMY-PREFECTURE ENVIRONMENT INVESTIGATIVE COMMITTEE, BUT HAD NOT 
DONE MUCH ABOUT IT. LEFTIST AND PRESS COMPLAINT THUS SHIFTED IN 
PART AWAY FROM THE US MILITARY AGAINST THESE TWO GOVERNMENTAL 
AGENCIES. 

3. ACTIONS BY OUR MILITARY AUTHORITIES HAVE ALSO HELPED DAMP 

THIS ISSUE. THE ARMY ANNOUNCED A SPECIAL THREE-MONTH ANTI-POLLUTION 
AND ENVIRONMENTAL ENHANCEMENT CAMPAIGN BOTH TO INCREASE AWARENESS 
OF THE DANGERS OF POLLUTION AND ELIMINATE ON-BASE CAUSES. ALSO 
HELPFUL WERE THE TELEVISED REMARKS OF THE OKINAWA AREA COORDINATOR 
NOTING THAT OUR OTHER SERVICES WERE CONSIDERING JOINING WITH THE 
ARMY IN THE JOINT ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITTEE WITH THE PREFECTURE. 

4. THE EXCITEMENT OVER THE LAST SPILL INVOLVING THE HEXA VALENT 
CHROMIUM HAS HOPEFULLY PASSED, UNLESS THE PHYSICAL EXAMS SHOW SOME- 
THING SENSATIONAL. THE ISSUE OF BASE POLLUTION HAS PROVEN, HOWEVER, 
READILY EXPLOITABLE BY THE LEFTISTS AGAINST AMERICAN INTERESTS 
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ON OKINAWA. WE THUS NEED NOT ONLY TO DO OUR BEST TO FORESTALL 
POLLUTION INCIDENTS BUT, THROUGH ARRANGEMENTS WITH THE GOJ OR PRE- 
FECTURE, TO GET IN THE BEST POSSIBLE POLITICAL POSTURE IN THE 
EVENT OF FUTURE POLLUTION ACCIDENTS 
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